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A state of preparedness…

1. Provides a proactive communications tool for the public,
2. Adds flexibility and scalability to response,
3. Authorizes MDEM to direct activities while
4. Directing state departments to provide staff and resources, and 
5. Works for planned special events and long-term incidents.





State of Preparedness vs. State of Emergency 



Use Cases

● Potential Threats
○ Weather
○ Public health

● Heightened security risks
● Special events



What it can’t do…

● EMAC Authority
● Completely replace a State of Emergency



The mission of the Maryland Department of Emergency Management is to proactively 
reduce disaster risks and reliably manage consequences through collaborative work with 

Maryland’s communities and partners.

Secretary Russell Strickland

russell.strickland@maryland.gov
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