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The Intersection of Resilience and Public Health
Dr. Duane Caneva, Chief Medical Officer, U.S. Department of Homeland Security

Dr. Caneva addressed growing issues of counterfeit Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) when purchased independently online rather than through task force efforts, noting that National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) laboratory testing has found that approximately 60 percent of PPE submitted for testing did not meet standards. States can send items for testing to NIOSH. He also discussed the national wastewater surveillance system effort for detecting COVID-19, which has thus far proved very sensitive and is being considered for expansion to support the public health sector with disease detection. The Department of Homeland Security is also continuing to evaluate the First Responder Vaccine Initiative (FRVI) to voluntarily vaccinate first responders against anthrax from the Strategic National Stockpile’s stores. 


Economic Security and the Medical Supply Chain
Ian Watson, U.S. Health and Human Services (HHS) Deputy Assistant Secretary and the Acting Director of HHS Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response’s (ASPR) Office of Strategy, Policy, Planning, and Requirements

Ian Watson discussed the growing capacity for domestically manufactured PPE and other medical equipment but stressed that gaps in that supply chain continue to remain as the current demand for nitrile gloves in the U.S. exceeds one billion per month. By June it is anticipated that the supply chain will have significantly expanded to ensure a successful roll out of the vaccine along a secure cold chain. Additionally, he noted that it’s the interplay of needs for items in a dynamic environment that has caused some of the shortages seen earlier in the pandemic. 


Brief on Post-Election Cybersecurity
Alaina Clark, Assistant Director for Stakeholder Engagement, U.S. Department of Homeland Security Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency
Alaina Clark informed the group that new CISA Acting Director Brandon Wales has the full support of CISA staff and is focused on supporting states’ priorities. She then provided an update on the state of election security for the 2020 general election. CISA has spent the last several years strengthening the election security community by working with SLTT partners, private sector vendors, and others to mitigate vulnerabilities and ensure systems are resilient. These efforts paid off during this year’s election as there was no evidence that a foreign actor successfully accessed voter rolls or influenced the outcome. She also emphasized that CISA has resources available to states, including the CISA regional directors and an entire services catalogue online. Finally, CISA’s priority concern for the coming year is ransomware, particularly in a COVID-19 environment. Ransomware attacks continue to proliferate and CISA expects this trend to continue.  
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