
NEMA 2024 Annual Forum 
50YearsofPolicyLeadership: 
United in Resilience 
 
Legal Counsel Committee 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2024 | 10:00 – 11:15 AM 
HARBORSIDE BALLROOM  

 
Agenda 

• Roundtable Discussion with FEMA Chief Counsel 
• Impact of Supreme Court “Chevron” Ruling on Emergency 

Management 
• Managing the Legal Boundaries in Artificial Intelligence 
• Preparing for an Elections Related Emergency 

 
 

Presenters & Guests 
Adrian Sevier, Federal Emergency Management Agency | 
Ken Hardy, National Governors Association 

 
 
Committee Members 

Chair:  Will Polk, NC Vice Chair: Samantha Ladich, NV 

All state legal counsel members of NEMA 

Private Sector Committee Liaisons: Ernie Abbott (Baker, Donelson, Caldwell, 
Bearman & Berkowitz), Sam Van Kopp, Nichols Liu 

 
Past Presidents Liaison: Lynn Budd (WY) 



NEMA 2024 Annual Forum 
50YearsofPolicyLeadership: 
United in Resilience 
 
EMAC Committee 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2024 | 1:45– 2:45 PM 
GRAND BALLROOM 5-10 

 
Agenda 

• Oregon’s EMAC Playbook: Navigating and Learning from the West 
Coast Wildfires 

• Lessons Learned from the 2024 Republican National Convention 
• Update from the EMAC Executive Task Force 
• Discussion on Policy for Administrative Fees 

 
 

Presenters & Guests 

Kelly Jo Craigmiles, Oregon Department of Emergency Management | 
Greg Engle, Wisconsin Emergency Management | Jordan Abshire, 
Arkansas Division of Emergency Management 

 
 
Committee Members 

Chair:  Kevin Sweeney, MI Vice Chair: Bryan Fisher, AK 
 

Jeff Smitherman, AL 
Gabe Lavine, AZ 
Delila Bruno, MT 
Sima Merick, OH 

Russ Strickland, MD 
Daryl Jaschen, VI 
Shawn Talmadge, VA 
Greg Engle, WI 

Eric Forand, VT 
James Barros, HI 
Angee Morgan, KS 

 
 
 
Private Sector Committee Liaisons: Lee Foster (Armada), Jeff Sopel (Bent Ear) 
Past Presidents Liaison: Dave Maxwell, AR 
Legal Counsel Liaison: Kristine Hoffman, NY 



NEMA 2024 Annual Forum 
50YearsofPolicyLeadership: 
United in Resilience 

Resilience Committee 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2024 | 3:00 – 4:30 PM 
HARBORSIDE BALLROOM  

 
Agenda 

• Committee discussion with the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) on Hazards Identification Risk Assessment (HIRA) / 
Threat Hazards Identification Risk Assessment (THIRA) and the RAND 
Recommendations 

• National Institute of Building Sciences Turbo Grants 
• Report Outs: State Hazard Mitigation Officers Subcommittee; Public 

Information Officers Subcommittee; and the Emergency Management 
Accreditation Program (EMAP) 

• Community Disaster Resilience Zones (CDRZ): Discoveries from the 
August Meeting 

• What’s the Buzz on FEMA’s Community Rating System (CRS) Refresh? 

Presenters & Guests 
Matthew Brainovich, FEMA | Bryan Koon, IEM | Tom Hughes, Pennsylvania | 
Kevin Sur, Illinois | Angee Morgan, Kansas | Nicole Livingston, EMAP | Bill Turner, 
Connecticut | Chad Berginnis, ASFPM | Annie Mack Vest, Oklahoma 

Committee Members 

Chair:  Delila Bruno, MT Vice Chair: Bill Turner, CT 
 

A.J. Gary, AR 
Trevor Denney ,CO 
Charles Esteves ,GU 
Brad Richey, ID 
Eric Gibson, KY 
Russ Strickland, MD 

Mac McCraney, MS 
Ali Rye, NM 
Matt Franklin,NY 
Sima Merick, OH 
Manuel Laboy ,PR 
Annie Mack Vest, OK 
Marc Pappas, RI 

Kim Stenson,SC 
Tina Titze ,SD 
Kris Hamlet ,UT 
Shawn Talmadge ,VA 
Robert Ezelle, WA 
Greg Engle ,WI 
Lynn Budd ,WY 

 

Private Sector Committee Liaisons: Aaron Davis (International Code Council), 
Ross Ashley (KPMG) 
Past Presidents Liaison: Dave Miller 
Legal Counsel Liaison: Will Polk (NC) 



NEMA 2024 Annual Forum 
50YearsofPolicyLeadership: 
United in Resilience 
 
Homeland Security Committee 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2024 | 8:30 – 9:45 AM 
HARBORSIDE BALLROOM  

 
Agenda 

• The Threats Behind Election Security 
• Border Security; Understanding the Numbers 
• Preparedness Grants; Sheltering, Sustainment, and Security 

 
 

Presenters & Guests 

John Cohen, Center for Internet Security | Olympia Belay, Department of 
Homeland Security | Pamela Williams, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency 

 
 
Committee Members 

Chair:  Alicia Tate-Nadeau, IL Vice Chair: AJ Schall, DE 
 

Gabe Lavine, AZ 
A.J. Gary, AR 
Bill Turner, CT 
Charles Esteves, GU 
Jonathan Whitham, IN 
John Benson, IA 
Peter Rogers, ME 

Russ Strickland, MD 
Kevin Sweeney, MI 
Kristi Rollwagen, MN 
Jim Remillard, MO 
Dave Fogerson, NV 
Rob Buxton, NH 
Patrick Callahan, NJ 

Ali Rye, NM 
Matt Franklin, NY 
Will Ray, NC 
Darin Hanson, ND 
Shawn Talmadge, VA 
Robert Ezelle, WA 
Lynn Budd, WY 

 
 
 
Private Sector Committee Liaisons: Greg Eaton (EY), Risa Abraham (Fluor) 
Past Presidents Liaison: Jim Mullen, Glen Woodbury 
Legal Counsel Liaison: Kimberly Zigich (CT) 



NEMA 2024 Annual Forum 
50YearsofPolicyLeadership: 
United in Resilience 

 
Response and Recovery Committee 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2024 | 10:00 AM – 11:30 PM 
HARBORSIDE BALLROOM  

 
Agenda 

• Conversation with the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s (HUD) Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Community Planning and Development 

• Conversation with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
Office of Response and Recovery’s Acting Associate Administrator 

• Massachusetts Navigation Through the Refreshed FEMA Individual 
Assistance Program 

• Virigina Navigating FEMA Recovery Programs: Maximizing 
Opportunities to Serve Communities 

Presenters & Guests 

Marion McFadden, HUD | Keith Turi, FEMA | Dawn Brantley, Massachusetts | 
Simon VanLeeuwen, Massachusetts | Shawn Talmadge, Virginia 

Committee Members 

Chair:  Angee Morgan, KS Vice Chair: Tina Titze, SD 
 

Bryan Fisher, AK 
A.J. Gary, AR 
Nancy Ward, CA 
Kevin Guthrie, FL 
Charles Esteves, GU 
Jonathan Whitham, IN 
Eric Gibson, KY 
Jacques Thibodeaux, LA 

Russ Strickland , MD 
Dawn Brantley, MA 
Delila Bruno, MT 
Erv Portis, NE 
Ali Rye, NM 
Matt Franklin, NY 
Will Ray, NC 
Darin Hanson, ND 

Sima Merick, OH 
Randy Padfield , PA 
Manuel Laboy , PR 
Marc Pappas , RI 
Nim Kidd, TX 
Eric Forand, VT 
Shawn Talmadge, VA 
GE McCabe, WV 

 
 

Private Sector Committee Liaisons: Mike Sprayberry (Hagerty), 
Amy Hays (Operation BBQ Relief) 
Past Presidents Liaison: Bryan Koon 
Legal Counsel Liaison: Sebastian Batista (PR) 



NEMA 2024 Annual Forum 
50YearsofPolicyLeadership: 
United in Resilience 
 
Past Presidents Committee 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 34, 2024 | 6 P M 

RUXTON RESTAURANT (CLOSED MEETING) 

 
Agenda 

• NEMA National Policy Priorities for Presidential Transition 
• Future Leadership Recruitment/Development 
• Open Topic 

 
 
 

Committee Members 

Chair: Patrick Sheehan (TN) 
 
All NEMA Past Presidents are members of the committee. 



NEMA 2024 Annual Forum 
50YearsofPolicyLeadership: 
United in Resilience 
 
Diversity and Equity Committee 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2024 | 8:30– 10:00 AM 
HARBORSIDE BALLROOM  

 
Agenda 

• Committee Work Plan for 2024 - 2027 
• Federal Emergency Management Agency Region 1: Inclusion 

Fusion Implementation 
• Mississippi’s Approach to Accessibility 

 
 
 

Presenters & Guests 
Dawn Brantley, Massachusetts | Bob Fogel, FEMA | 
Morgan Middleton, MS 

 
 
 
 

Committee Members 

Chair: Dawn Brantley, MA 

Nancy Ward, CA 
Franklin Babauta , CNMI 
John Benson, IA 

 
 

 
Russ Strickland , MD 
Kevin Sweeney , MI 
Erin McMahon , OR 

 
 

 
Kim Stenson , SC 
Kris Hamlet , UT 
Shawn Talmadge , VA 

 
 
 
 

Private Sector Committee Liaisons: James Joseph (Tidal Basin), Jeremias Alvarez 
(Guidehouse) 
Legal Counsel Liaison: Morgan Middleton (MS) 



NEMA 2024 Annual Forum 
50YearsofPolicyLeadership: 
United in Resilience 
 
Private Sector Committee 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2024 | 10:15– 11:15 PM 
HARBORSIDE BALLROOM  

 
Agenda 

• Community Disaster Resilience Fund: An alternative funding 
source for resilience and mitigation projects and investments in 
your communities. 

• Cyber Security Awareness Month and the Secure Our World 
Initiative 

 
 
 
Presenters & Guests 

Laura Edwards, Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency | Robert 
Nadeau, Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency |Joel Thomas, 
Spin Global 

 
 
Committee Members 

Chair: Shandi Treloar, EM Partners Vice Chair: Erica Bornemann, AC 
Disaster Consulting 

 
 
All corporate and organizational members of NEMA 
 
 
Board of Directors Liaison: Lynn Budd, WY  
Legal Counsel Liaison: Dillon Taylor, VA 

 



NEMA 2024 Annual Forum 
50YearsofPolicyLeadership: 
United in Resilience 
 
Legislative Committee 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2024 | 12:30 – 1:45 PM 
HARBORSIDE BALLROOM  

 
Agenda 

• Update on NEMA Legislative Priorities for the 118th Congress 
• Discussion with Invited Congressional Staff on Emerging Issues 
• Stakeholder Partners Roundtable on Priorities for the New 

Congress 

 
 
 
Presenters & Guests 

Invited Congressional Staff | Josh Morton, International Association of 
Emergency Managers | Natalie Enclade, BuildStrong America | Aaron 
Davis, International Code Council 

 
 
Committee Members 

Chair:  Shawn Talmadge, VA Vice Chair: John Benson, IA 
 

A.J. Gary, AR 
Clint Osborne, DC 
Brad Richy, ID 
Alicia Tate-Nadeau, IL 
Angee Morgan, KS 
Dawn Brantley, MA 

Russ Strickland, MD 
Kevin Sweeney, MI 
Delila Bruno, MT 
Rob Buxton, NH 
Ali Rye, NM 
Will Ray, NC 

Darin Hanson, ND 
Sima Merick, OH 
Manuel Laboy, PR 
Patrick Sheehan, TN 
Lynn Budd, WY 

 
Private Sector Committee Liaisons: Kristin Robinson (IEM), Jessica Stoltz (Booz 
Allen) 
Past President Liaison: Wendy Smith-Reeve 
Legal Counsel Liaison: Anne Vitale (OH) 
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