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SCAN ME





Preventing Emerging Threats Act of 2018

Grants specific federal agencies the authority to counter unmanned 
aircraft systems (UAS) posing a credible threat to safety or security. 
Empowers the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the 
Department of Justice (DOJ) to take action against drones. 

• Detect, track, and monitor UAS without consent. 
• Identify and access communications used to control UAS. 
• Disable, disrupt, or seize control of drones deemed threats. 

Does not extend authority to state, local, or tribal law enforcement!!





The bills would reauthorize existing authorities for both the Departments of Justice (DOJ) and 
Homeland Security (DHS), as well as expand the capabilities of state, local, tribal, and territorial 
(SLTT) law enforcement as well as the owners and operators of critical infrastructure to use radio 
frequency (RF) detection equipment that would otherwise violate certain provisions of federal 
law.

The bill would also expand the number of agencies with the authority to mitigate drones as part 
of their counter-UAS mission. This bill would authorize DHS and DOJ to assess the viability of an 
SLTT pilot program for countering drones posing credible threats to covered facilities or assets.

The pilot program allows up to 12 SLTT agencies per year for a five-year period, with direct 
oversight by either DOJ or DHS. These agencies must regularly report in writing to the relevant 
Congressional committees on mitigation authorities granted, including details of privacy or civil 
liberties complaints known to DHS or DOJ. Equipment authorization is limited to that approved 
by DHS and DOJ in coordination with the FCC, NTIA, and DOT (acting through the FAA).











Threat Assessment

UAS not using 
standard RF C2 

system “Dark Drones”

Drone flights lasting 
longer than commercially 

available drones and 
covering longer distances

Coordinated swarms 
4-5 

Conclusion

If these sightings are in 
fact UAV’s the technology 
being used is beyond that 
of what we typically see in  

commercially available 
UAV’s
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